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Background 

The Helsinki Convention Area covers the Baltic Sea and the entrance to the Baltic Sea bounded by the parallel 
of the Skaw in the Skagerrak at 57° 44.43'N. In the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, Kattegat and The 
Sound are parts of the North-east Atlantic Ocean, sub-region Greater North Sea. Kattegat is also part of the 
OSPAR Convention Area. 

HOLAS II 1-2014 noted that for the purpose of MSFD reporting, Denmark, Germany and Sweden aim at having 
only one assessment of the Kattegat area. This document contains a proposal for how a single assessment 
could be developed for use by both HELCOM and OSPAR. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of and discuss the proposed approach for the assessment of Kattegat and 
The Sound. 
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HELCOM’s and OSPAR’s 2017 Regional Assessments and the Case of the 

Kattegat and The Sound under the MSFD 

  

To be presented to HELCOM HOLAS Core Group and OSPAR ICG MAQ by Denmark 

and Sweden.  

 

Proposal for development of the Kattegat assessment case 

Rationale 

Both HELCOM and OSPAR have agreed to prepare regionally coordinated 

assessments. These could be used as roof reports by EU-Member States as part 

of their forthcoming MSFD Initial Assessment to be reported by July 15, 2018.  

Within the framework of MSFD Kattegat and The Sound are integral parts of the 

North Sea region. However, as the Kattegat is shared by both conventions its 

assessment could be incorporated in both regional assessments HOLAS II2017 and 

IA 2017.  

 

To avoid double-work and possible diverging results there should only be a single 

assessment for use by both HELCOM and OSPAR.  

  

At the meeting of the HELCOM Core Group for the forthcoming HOLAS II roof 

report (16-17 December 2014), it was proposed that Denmark and Sweden 

together with Germany should prepare a concrete proposal for how to 

coordinate the preparation of the assessment for the Kattegat area.  

Considering the practicalities, the simple way forward seems to be the 

preparation of a Kattegat case that could be included and discussed in both 

HELCOM’s and OSPAR’s roof reports. This would allow both HELCOM and OSPAR 

to deliver an assessment that covers their entire geographical convention area.  

The development of the assessment for the Kattegat and The Sound by the 

Regional Sea Conventions needs to be coordinated between HELCOM and 

OSPAR. The HOLAS and IA processes require a proper outline and timeline in 

order to ensure the delivery of the Kattegat assessment case.  

Thus a mutual understanding and perhaps an agreement should be developed 

before work is started. 



HOLAS II 2-2015 
 

3 

  

For this reason a joint proposal by Denmark and Sweden in consultation with 

Germany is proposed for consideration by HELCOM HOLAS core group and OSPAR 

ICG MAQ as a basis for the preparation of the Kattegat case. 

 

The proposal for consideration includes principles and steps to be taken. 

 

Towards mutual understanding on delivery of the Kattegat and The Sound 

assessment case 

 

Guiding Principles   

The assessment shall be primarily consistent with OSPAR common indicators and, 

without putting at risk its use by HOLAS, preferably follow the outline to be given 

to the OSPAR’s Intermediate Assessment 2017. This is essential for the 

assessment to be able to be aggregated at the North Sea regional scale, in line 

with the MSFD roof report idea. Still, whenever suitable the assessment could 

(and in some cases probably should) be complemented with HELCOMs core 

indicators. An analysis is therefore needed that sorts out when and how the 

OSPAR common indicators can and should be complemented by HELCOM core 

indicators to assess GES in the Kattegat and The Sound. 

 

Whichever the result of the analysis is, there will be a “bridging” challenge in the 

form of an explanation of similarities, differences or discrepancies between the 

HELCOM and OSPAR assessments. However, this will also be an important 

element that could turn out to be an asset because it would increase the 

comparability of the two regional assessments and thus create a good link 

between the Conventions through the in-depth assessment of this overlapping 

area. 

  

The Kattegat Assessment against GES related indicators should be coordinated by 

OSPAR IA MAQ, in close collaboration with HOLAS II Core Group. Considering that 

HOLAS II is more comprehensive in the sense that it includes chapters on social 

and economic aspects such a discussion could be led by the HOLAS II project.   

 

The Kattegat Assessment Case requires timelines between HOLAS and IA 2017 

are coordinated. 

 

Further steps to be taken 
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 A process for the selection of OSPAR common and complementary 
HELCOM core indicators and suitable adjustments to be made for case of 
Kattegat and The Sound should be discussed within ICG-MAQ and 
preferably start in September 2015 when the operative core and 
common indicators are settled. 

 Such a process should be supported by a meeting of experts acquainted 
with the case of Kattegat and the Sound aim at concluding on the list of 
feasible common OSPAR indicators and complementary HELCOM core 
indicators. 

 The list proposed by experts should be agreed by ICG-MAQ and HOLAS 
Core Group. 

 

 

 


